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ABC Vision: Cardiovascular Disease is No Longer a Leading Cause of Death.

The 21st Annual Walter M. Booker, Sr. Memorial Symposium took place in November, 2008 prior to the
AHA Meetings in New Orleans. Drs. Paul Douglass and Kevin Thomas organized a tremendous program with a
first class faculty. The CME Committee was extraordinarily pleased with the excellent feedback received from the
one hundred seventy plus conference attendees. Drs. Ola Akinboboye and Judith Mitchell are in the final stages of
planning the Annual Scientific Meetings, which will be held on Saturday, March 28, 2009, in Orlando, Florida,
prior to the ACC Meetings.

Our community programs continue to thrive under the direction of Dr. Icilma Fergus, who chairs the
committee. In September, over one hundred and fifty volunteers from around the country came to our
headquarters in Atlanta to receive training as Community Health Advocates (CHA). Upon returning to their
communities, they were given the task of sharing this knowledge with their peers. The Spirit of the Heart programs
were successfully held in Chicago, Washington DC, Jackson, and Harlem. As a result of the program held in
Harlem, a task force was created by ABC leaders and State Senator Bill Perkins, to address health care disparities
in New York. We are in the midst of planning a larger number of Spirit of the Heart programs for 2009.

Just like many other businesses and organizations, the financial stability of the ABC has been the major
point of emphasis for the Board of Directors. As previously stated, we are committed to sell the ABC
headquarters building, to substantially reduce our overhead expenses and hopefully provide a strong financial
base to build upon the future. We are currently in negotiations with a local government entity for the sale of the
building and a portion of the surrounding property. We are anticipating a formal offer in the very near future. If
the terms are acceptable, we anticipate executing the deal once approved by the Board of Directors. Once this is
completed, we will be able to focus all of our attention on developing ABC2.0.

Despite the current challenges, I am very pleased with the nature of our discussions with our industry
partners. We are in the process of developing new and exciting community and CME programs in conjunction
with support from several of the companies. One of our more exciting initiatives involves us partnering with
Medscape to develop an online portal dedicated to issues surrounding healthcare disparities. Several industry
partners have expressed interest in developing content for the portal this year.

In light of the changes and transitions that we experienced in 2008, the ABC remains strong and proud.
We are focused on fulfilling our mission – to eliminate healthcare disparities in the African-American community.
This year, we will dedicate ourselves to developing new initiatives that will move us closer to achieving this goal.

In closing, we need to remind ourselves that anything is possible. Just look at our president-elect! The
ABC wishes you and your family good health and happiness throughout the year.

Warmest regards,
Carlos S. Ince, Jr., MD, ScM

FFrroomm tthhee DDeesskk ooff tthhee AABBCC PPrreessiiddeenntt

HHaappppyy NNeeww YYeeaarr!!

I hope that this letter finds you and your family happy, healthy, and enjoying
the New Year. It is hard to believe that another year has come and gone. As you know,
2008 was quite an eventful year for the ABC. It was a year full of changes and
transitions. Many familiar faces have left, while others have returned to assist in our
programs. Despite the many changes, the organization continues to excel in
conducting clinical and CME programs.











AAnnnnoouunncceemmeennttss
DDAATTEE -- SSaattuurrddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 2288,, 22000099
TTIIMMEE -- 77::3300aa--33::0000pp
WWHHOO -- AAssssoocciiaattiioonn ooff BBllaacckk CCaarrddiioollooggiissttss,, IInncc..
WWHHAATT -- 2222NNDD AANNNNUUAALL SSCCIIEENNTTIIFFIICC SSEESSSSIIOONNSS::

Changing Paradigms in Major Aspects of Cardiovascular Care
WWHHEERREE -- Orange County Convention Center (Room W307 A/B) - Orlando, Florida
PPRROOGGRRAAMM CCOO--CCHHAAIIRRSS ––

Ola O. Akinboboye, MD, MHA, MBA, FACC & Judith E. Mitchell, MD, FACC
SEE HOUSING REGISTRATION DETAILS BELOW

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DDAATTEE -- SSaattuurrddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 2288,, 22000099
TTIIMMEE –– 66::3300pp
WWHHOO -- AAssssoocciiaattiioonn ooff BBllaacckk CCaarrddiioollooggiissttss,, IInncc..
WWHHAATT –– AABBCC GGEENNEERRAALL MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP DDIINNNNEERR MMEEEETTIINNGG

WWHHEERREE -- Orlando, Florida (Specific venue TBD)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DDAATTEE -- MMaarrcchh 2288 -- 3311,, 22000099
WWHHOO -- AAmmeerriiccaann CCoolllleeggee ooff CCaarrddiioollooggyy
WWHHAATT –– AACCCC 5588tthh AAnnnnuuaall SScciieennttiiffiicc SSeessssiioonn
WWHHEERREE -- Orange County Convention Center, Orlando, Florida
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DDAATTEE -- NNoovveemmbbeerr 1144,, 22000099
WWHHOO -- AAssssoocciiaattiioonn ooff BBllaacckk CCaarrddiioollooggiissttss,, IInncc..
WWHHAATT –– 2222NNDD AANNNNUUAALL DDRR.. WWAALLTTEERR MM.. BBOOOOKKEERR,, SSRR.. MMEEMMOORRIIAALL SSYYMMPPOOSSIIUUMM

WWHHEERREE -- Orlando, Florida (Details coming soon)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DDAATTEE -- NNoovveemmbbeerr 1144 -- 1188,, 22000099
WWHHOO -- AAmmeerriiccaann HHeeaarrtt AAssssoocciiaattiioonn
WWHHAATT –– AAHHAA SSCCIIEENNTTIIFFIICC SSEESSSSIIOONNSS

WWHHEERREE -- Orlando, Florida
__________________________________________________________________________________________

HHOOUUSSIINNGG IINNSSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONNSS FFOORR TTHHEE 2222NNDD AANNNNUUAALL SSCCIIEENNTTIIFFIICC SSEESSSSIIOONNSS AARREE AASS FFOOLLLLOOWWSS::
THE DEADLINE FOR HOUSING REGISTRATION IS FEBRUARY 18, 2009

Registrations should be completed using the ACC online registration website. The link to access the registration
website is: http://acclogin.acc.org/?mkey=registration .

AABBCC mmeemmbbeerrss should enter the Group Code ““AABBCC 0099”” in order to receive priority housing in the ABC room
block at the Hilton Disney World Resort. The rate is $259 a night plus 12.5% sales tax. RREEGGIISSTTEERR TTOODDAAYY!!

NNOOTTEE:: Each registrant will need to log onto the registration website using their ACC member number and
password. We recommend that you check the status of your membership status before beginning the
registration process in order to receive the proper registration rate. Registration rates can be found at the
following link along with descriptions of the registration categories:
http://acc09.acc.org/reg_hous/Pages/Registrationinformation.aspx

You will note that the hotel is 7 miles from the Orange County Convention Center. ACC Shuttle Service available.

Any corrections to and/or comments about this newsletter should be directed to:
The ABC Headquarters ~ 5355 Hunter Road, Atlanta, GA 30349, OR you may email: dware@abcardio.org

~ Calling ALL MEMBERS who have relocated, changed email address and/or phone and fax numbers ~
In order to update our database and secure that you receive ABC correspondences, PLEASE email your changes to: dware@abcardio.org


